
Hi Richard, 
 
I'm writing on behalf of Whitehaven cafechurch, which we believe to be the most ecumenical church in 
the deanery! In our planning meeting, we have Methodists, Anglicans, Elim Pentecostal and New Life 
Church regularly represented, and we all get on very well together. We regularly attract over 30 people 
once a month on a Sunday in Costa, Whitehaven – sometimes Costa customers find themselves in 
cafechurch simply by remaining seated where they are! We are a little concerned that we are one of 
very few Fresh Expressions in the whole of Calder Deanery. 
 
We raised the issue of Mission Communities at our planning meeting on Monday. With regard to the 
two questions you asked us to consider: 
 
1.      We agree that the principle of Mission Communities is good, particularly for people currently not 
attending any church. We are concerned that the plan for Whitehaven (two Mission Communities) does 
not align at all with the principle, which makes us wonder if we have understood the principle at all. 
 
2.      Whitehaven cafechurch would strongly prefer to be in a single Whitehaven Mission Community. If 
this does not materialise, we do not know which Mission Community we should align with: 
 
·         Geographically, we are located in the ‘Central’ Whitehaven Mission Community. 
 
·         Practically, we are supported mainly by people who attend churches in the Whitehaven ‘Crescent’ 
Mission Community. That also represents a broad theological alignment too. 
 
·         We are also strongly supported by Egremont Methodists, who will no doubt be in a different 
Mission Community. 
 
So we feel somewhat torn. When I attended the meeting on 12 February, I really did not know which 
group to join! In practice, we feel that we will continue in pretty much the same way, whichever Mission 
Community we are formally in, so we decided not to decide which Mission Community we would like to 
join. I think this means that you can choose! Though we’d obviously prefer your choice to be a single 
Whitehaven Mission Community. 
 
I hope this helps! 
 
Alec 
 
Alec Bounds, Whitehaven cafechurch 
  



hello Alec 
 
thank you for your gracious and encouraging email; 
 
I think you are right about the split in Whitehaven – the difficulty is that if we don’t split it, the tensions 
will be such that at least some of the churches will not work together – so that we will end up with a 
split in another way… 
 
it seems to me, as has already been said elsewhere, that we will need to live with some untidiness and 
some tensions while we do that, there will be some places where some existing relationships are less 
attended to, so that other relationships can grow 
 
at the moment what we can and should do is go gently forward, trusting that God will guide us, and 
hoping that things will become clearer – and I think your email does precisely that 
 
cordially 
 
Richard P 
 


